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NOTICE OF GROUND OF REJECTION 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date 



September 5, 2003 



11-199708 



Patent Office Examiner Kiyoshi TARA JIMA (753 1 5D00) 



The present application shall be recognized to be rejected on the following 
ground. It is required that the remarks, if any, be submitted within sixty 
days from the date on which the present NOTICE was mailed. 



It is recognized that, because the invention described in Claim(s) of 
SCOPE OF CLAIMS FOR PATENT of the present application could have 
been invented readily by a person having ordinary knowledge in the field of 
the art to which the present invention pertains prior to the filing of the 
present application based on the invention as described in the following 
publication(s) distributed in Japan and/or foreign countries prior to the 
filing of the present application, a patent cannot be granted thereto under 
the provision of Paragraph 2 of Article 29 of the Patent Law. 



Attorney 
Applied Provision 



Mr. Takaya KOIKE 
Paragraph 2 of Article 29 



GROUND 



REMARKS (See the list of the cited references.) 

Claims: 1-12 
Reference'! 
Notes: 

Reference 1 discloses a configuration for detecting the depth of each 
groove from the polarity of an output from an operational amplifier to 
reverse the polarity of a tracking-error signal. 

Reference 2 discloses that an output of two separate detectors along 
the tangential direction is reversed where the depth of the pit changes. 

Both of the references disclose a similar configuration to that of the 
present application regarding two different depths of respective pits. 

The multi- value recording with different depths is disclosed in 
Reference 3. 

The phase-difference method with four photoreceptor elements 
arranged in the form of a grid is disclosed in Reference 4 and the 
configuration having elements arranged therein that are capable of and 
incapable of detecting the intensity distribution in parallel with the radial 
direction is disclosed in Reference 5. 

It is thus seen from the above that those having ordinary skill in 
the art would readily attain the invention recited in claims 1-12 of the 
present application by combining the inventions disclosed respectively in 
the cited references. 



Any grounds of rejection cannot be found at the preseiit time in the 
inventions defined by the claims other than the claims pointed out in 
Notice of Grounds of Rejection. If any grounds of rejection are newly 
found, the grounds of rejection will be noticed. 

LIST OF CITED REFERENCES 

1. Japanese Patent Laying- Open No. 11*167733 

2. Japanese Patent Laying-Open No, 60-167129 

3. Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 60-242532 

4. Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 02- 108244 

5. Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 62-129944 
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